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by the Attorney' General of New Jersey, by Steven N. Flanzman,
Deputy Attorney General against respondent James a. Atieh (a copy
of the Complaint is appended hereto as Exhibit "a") = 7pe four
count Complaint denerally charged that respondent grossly and
flagrantly Ooverstated the number of spinal adjustments pPerformed
upon patient §.y. in Attending Physician Reports submitted to State
Farm Insurance Company ("State Farm") from October 6, 19382 through
January 19, 1983. The Attorney General charged that Dr. Atieh

submitted Attending Physician Reports to State Farm knowing that

false and with the intent that State Farm rely thereon, and that

State Farm remitted payment in reliance upon Dr. Atieh's




representations for services which Dr. Atieh did not perform. The

complainant additionally charged Dr. Atieh with Preparing Patient

number of sSpinal adjustments performed by respondent upon S.H. and

which included notations for treatments on dates when Dr. Atieh did

not in fact see S.H. Finally, the Complaint charged that Dr.
Atieh's notes were not prepared at a time contemporaneous to S.H.'s

visits, but rather that the notes were Prepared at some time

spondent did not perform constituted violations of N.J.A.C.
13:35—6.4(5), actionable Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(h), and of
N.J.s.A. 45:1—21(e) (Professional Or occupational misconduct);
Count I1 charged that respondent's above delineated conduct
constituted the use or employment of dishonesty, fraud, deception,
misrepresentation, false promise or false pretense in violation of

N.J.s.A. 45:1-2l(b); Count IIT charged that respondent's brepara-

violation of N.J.S.A. 45:1—21(b); and Count IV charged that
respondent's failure to Prepare notes on Hancock's treatment at the

time saidg treatment was rendered, and his subsequent falsification




of said notes and submission of falsified notes to the Board of
Medical Examiners constituted violations of N.J.A.C. 13:35-6.5(a)
actionable bursuant to N.J.s.aA. 45:1-21(h), and constituted grounds

for disciplinary sanction pursuant to N.J.s.a. 45:1-21(e).

formal hearing upon the Attorney General's Ccharges. In entering
into this Consent Order, respondent now retracts hisg former denialsg
and specifically admits each and every allegation within the
Administrative Complaint and pleads guilty to each and every

statutory charge delineated wWwithin the Administrative Complaint.

performed to an insurance company, and collection of funds there-
upon, is an act of fraud which directly harms not only the targeted
insurance company, but also ultimately impacts upon the cost of

medical services and medical insurance to all consumers. The Board

his breparation of fraudulent patient records. Accurate patient
records are g cornerstone of good medical Practice. Respondent's

fabrication of S.H.'s records, purely to Support the fraudulent




treating bractitioners, but also was itself a serious act which
only aggravated respondent's misdeeds.

Notwithstanding the gravity of the offenses charged, the
Board is mindful of certain mitigating factors. The allega-
tions in this case concern only one patient and the total amount
received by Dr. Atieh from State Farm was $590 (some portion of
which was, even given Dr. Atieh's conduct, earned and rightfully
payable to respondent). The conduct at igsye had its genesis in
late 1982 ang there is no evidence at thisg time before the Board
that such conduct wasg repeated by Dr. Atieh.

The parties being desirous of settling this matter with-
ocut further formal broceedings, and it appearing that respondent
has read the terms of the within Order and understands their mean-
ing and effect and consents to be bound by same, and it further
appearing that respondent, through entering this Order, admits his
guilt in this matter ang further specifically assures the Board
that said conduct was an isolated aberration ang was conduct that
has not ang Will not be repeated, and it further appearing that the
Board finds that the within Order is adequately protective of the

public interest, and it therefore appearing that good cause exists




)
IT IS on this % i/ﬁéay of May 1989,
ORDERED:

1. Respondent's license to Practice chiropractic in

served as an active period of Suspension, ang the remainder
shall be stayed and served as g bperiod of pbrobation, Said
active Suspension shal] commence June 1, 1989 and terminate
on August 31, 1989, During the three month period of active
Suspension, Tespondent shall comply with al] terms anqg condi-~-
tions within the appendeq "Directive Regarding Future Activities
of Medical Licensee who has been Disciplineg."

2. Respondent shall pay a civiil pbenalty of $2,500, due
and payable inp installments to the Boarg within 6 months of
the entry of this Order.

3. Respondent shall pay ali1 investigative Costs incurred
in this matter, in the amount of $1,650.75. Payment of said
Costs shall be made directly to the Board in installments within
6 months of the entry of this Order.

4, Respondent shall make restitution to State Farm

Insurance Company in the amount of $480. Said sum shall be

Farm Insurance Company" directly to the Board offices within

(10) ten days of the entry of this Order, The Board shall




5. Respondent isg directed to cease and desist from
engaging in any conduct similar +to that which respondent hag

admitteq engaging in within thig Order, specifically including but

fully inaccurate or untruthful, then respondent hereby agrees that
the Attorney General may move before the Board, on three days
notice to respondent, either for reactivation of the stayed portion
of respondent's Suspension or for temporary Suspension of respond-
ent's license. Respondent further exXpressly agrees that in such
évent, evidence that respondent has engaged or ig engaging in the

above delineated conduct shall be evidence sufficient to warrant
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NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD
OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

I have reag the within Consent
Order and I understand and agree
to be bound by its terms. I
consent to its entry by the State

Boaﬁi/gf/Mséical Examiners.

Jagles G. Atieh, D. &=

By:




